
         

BD BIOSCIENCES and GIS collaborate on ‘Isolation and characterization of 

human tissue samples using Flow Cytometry and RNAFlow Technology’ 

 

17 October, 2013 – Becton Dickinson Holdings Pte Ltd (BD) and A*STAR’s Genome Institute of Singapore 

(GIS) have entered into a research collaboration to use the BD FACSJazz ™, a cell sorter instrument to 

isolate and characterise human tissue samples.  During the collaboration, BD and GIS will also explore a 

new RNA Flow cytometry technology.  

Single cell study and analysis is the new frontier of genomics. The BD FACSJazz incorporates design features 

that simplify cell sorter operations and increase the operational efficiency of labs, making the most 

commonly used sorting applications accessible to researchers with limited flow cytometry experience.  

James Lim (President of Greater Asia, BD) said, “We are very excited by this research collaboration with 

GIS. This will enhance and create a complete workflow of isolation and characterisation of human tissue 

samples using BD FACSJazz. GIS will also be our first collaborator in Asia to use the RNAFlow technology 

to analyse gene expression profiles in individual cells through flow cytometry.”  

Prof Ng Huck Hui, Executive Director of GIS said, “This partnership is a testament to GIS’ commitment to 

forming close working relationships with the industry. GIS is proud to formalize collaborative ties with 

BD in this thrilling and important area of single-cell analysis for diagnosis and treatment.” 

Under the collaboration, BD will work with GIS to provide the latest instrumentation and technologies 

and will allow the research team full use of the BD FACSJazz. The collaboration will encourage exchange 

of ideas to enhance knowledge and understanding  of the biological diversity in normal and diseased 

tissues.  

 

 

 



 

About Becton Dickinson (BD) 

BD is a leading global medical technology company that develops, manufactures and sells medical 

devices, instrument systems and reagents. The Company is dedicated to improving people's health 

throughout the world.  BD is focused on improving drug delivery, enhancing the quality and speed of 

diagnosing infectious diseases and cancers, and advancing research, discovery and production of new 

drugs and vaccines. BD's capabilities are instrumental in combating many of the world's most pressing 

diseases. Founded in 1897 and headquartered in Franklin Lakes, New Jersey, BD employs nearly 30,000 

associates in more than 50 countries throughout the world. The Company serves healthcare institutions, 

life science researchers, clinical laboratories, the pharmaceutical industry and the general public. For 

more information, please visit www.bd.com. 

 

About the Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS) 

The Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS) is an institute of the Agency for Science, Technology and 

Research (A*STAR). It has a global vision that seeks to use genomic sciences to improve public health 

and public prosperity. Established in 2001 as a centre for genomic discovery, the GIS will pursue the 

integration of technology, genetics and biology towards the goal of individualized medicine. 

 

The key research areas at the GIS include Human Genetics, Infectious Diseases, Cancer Therapeutics and 

Stratified Oncology, Stem Cell and Developmental Biology, Cancer Stem Cell Biology, Genomic 

Technologies, Computational and Systems Biology, and Translational Technologies. The genomics 

infrastructure at the GIS is utilized to train new scientific talent, to function as a bridge for academic and 

industrial research, and to explore scientific questions of high impact. 

www.gis.a-star.edu.sg 
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About the Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) 

The Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) is Singapore's lead public sector agency 

that fosters world-class scientific research and talent to drive economic growth and transform Singapore 

into a vibrant knowledge-based and innovation driven economy.  

 

In line with its mission-oriented mandate, A*STAR spearheads research and development in fields that 

are essential to growing Singapore’s manufacturing sector and catalysing new growth industries. 

A*STAR supports these economic clusters by providing intellectual, human and industrial capital to its 

partners in industry.  

 

A*STAR oversees 20 biomedical sciences and physical sciences and engineering research entities, 

located in Biopolis and Fusionopolis as well as their vicinity. These two R&D hubs house a bustling and 

diverse community of local and international research scientists and engineers from A*STAR’s research 

entities as well as a growing number of corporate laboratories. 

www.a-star.edu.sg  

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Edmund Wong 

Becton Dickinson Holdings Pte Ltd 

DID: (65) 6690 8689 

Email: Edmund_wong@bd.com 

 

Winnie Lim 

Genome Institute of Singapore 

Office of Corporate Communications  

Tel: (65) 6808 8013 

Email: limcp2@gis.a-star.edu.sg 
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